
Secret to better 
chiseling, p. 78 
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©2015 Forrest Manufacturing Code FW 
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this month on FineWoodworking.com/extras 



Visit our website to access free online extras, available July 29. While you’re there, don’t miss our collection 
of free content, including tool reviews, an extensive project gallery, and must-read blogs. 





(§ PODCAST 

Modern Master 

Professional furniture maker Craig Thibodeau blends 
a modern aesthetic with old-world marquetry and 
parquetry techniques. Discover the secrets to his 
business success in an all-new Shop Talk Live podcast. 



High-Power Hinge Jig 




When it comes to mounting hinges (p. 70), accuracy is 
everything. Learn how to build and use a versatile jig 



for routing dead-on hinge 
mortises in boxes or 
cabinets. 




Get free plans, videos, and articles 
by signing up for our FREE eLetter 
at FineWoodworking.com/ 
newsletter. 



Become an online member 



Access more than 1,000 exclusive project and technique videos by subscribing to FineWoodworking 
.com. You’ll also get nearly 40 years of magazine archives at your fingertips, including 1,400-plus 
articles and project plans. 



Power of the Pedestal 




This pedestal dining table project (p. 38) strikes a perfect 
balance between elegance and strength. Follow furniture 
maker Timothy Rousseau through every step of the process, 
including how to: 

• Cut and fit strong half-lapped joinery for the arms and feet 

• Use overlapping mortise-and-tenons to join the base 

• Add gentle curves to the tabletop using router templates 
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zip through over 320 1 (100 meters) of sheet goods on 
a single charge and still deliver all the benefits you’ve 
come to expect from the Festool Track Saw System. 



WOODCRAFT 



To Find Your Local Woodcraft Store Or For A Free Catalog, Visit woodcraft.com Or Call 1 -800-225-1 1 53. 



www.finewoodworking.com 



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 7 







contributors 



Usually, the parent feeds 
the toddler. But in the 
case of furniture maker 
Andrew Hunter (“The 
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Accord, N.Y., daughter Ada 
keeps him fortified with 
plane shavings. Hunter and 




his wife, Kate, who helps run a gardening and landscape company, take turns 



caring for Ada. When he’s not home being a dad or working wood, Hunter can 



be found high above the net, spiking a volleyball with a local team. 
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Kelly J. Dunton (“Outfeed Table Doubles as a Workbench”) has 
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his tablesaw outfeed workbench to better handle the daily rigors 
of woodworking in a small shop. 




When he’s not working in the shop attached to his house in 
Rhode Island, Hank Gilpin (Designer’s Notebook and Back Cover) 
can often be found out back tending (or just enjoying) the lush 
gardens he’s created there. Gilpin and his two assistants crank 
out dozens of pieces of custom furniture each year, but he also 
finds time to design and install landscapes and gardens for a 
range of clients. 



Scott Grove (Master Class) designs and makes art furniture and 
multi-media sculpture. He is a two-time winner of the Veneer 
Tech Craftsman’s Challenge, and his work is in the permanent 
collections at the Hunter Museum of American Art in Tennessee 
and the Memorial Art Gallery in Rochester, N.Y. After running 
a big commercial shop in Rochester for many years, Grove 
downsized and moved to a beautiful rural homestead in nearby 
Canandaigua, where he employs one assistant and works 
directly with designers and collectors. 
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From the Editor 



IN PRAISE OF THE PODCAST 

F/ne Woodworkings heritage is rooted in one man’s passion for woodworking and his 
vision to convey much-desired information about the craft. That man, Paul Roman, 
also had the wisdom to get the information not secondhand but straight from the 
experts. 

Our passion for woodworking keeps Fine Woodworking moving forward into the 21st 
century with new ways to complement our print product — such as lively blogs and in- 
depth videos — all of which teach and inspire. And there’s a new information player in 
the game, built on the same passion and creativity that launched Fine Woodworking 
almost 40 years ago: our podcast, Shop Talk Live. 

What started out in March 2012 as a fun venture, a way to have a lively 
conversation about woodworking, has blossomed. This year the number of downloads 
reached 1 million, with an average of 45,000 per month. Those are significant 
numbers, a signal that our audience is well-engaged and hungry to take part in the 
ever-expanding online feast served up by Fine Woodworking. 

In our efforts to convey serious information about furniture making in print and 





Lifetime of work 

I am 79 years old. My enthusiasm for 
making sawdust goes back to about 1950 
and has continued. 

After retiring from a nomadic aerospace 
career, I was able to devote more 
effort to making some original home 
furnishings. Your publication was a 
large part of my inspiration as well as 
my technical guide. So, though I am 
certain that my work is hardly worthy of 
gracing the pages of your publication, I 
wish to share a few small photographs 
of my most recent projects. They 
probably constitute my swan song as 
a woodworker because infirmity has 
pretty well taken over my mortal frame. 
They do not represent anything close 
to all of my output. I hope that you can 
feel a small amount of pride for having 
provided my inspiration and guidance. 
Thank you very much. 

-ROLAND H. NORTON, 
Owens Cross Roads, Al. 



online, we sometimes seem, well, too serious. But the podcast brings authors and 
editors from behind the curtain, and lets both hosts and guests chill out and have 
some serious fun. 



Although everyone on the staff has participated in Shop Talk Live, Ed Pirnik, Mike 
Pekovich, and Matt Kenney have been there from the start and are the mainstays of 
the show. Their energy, woodworking knowledge, and personalities have shaped the 
podcast into what it is today — an entertaining way for listeners to get to know our 
staff and authors, to get solid answers to woodworking questions, and to hear some 

witty banter about hard-to-admit mistakes and 
regrettable tool purchases. It’s wonderful. 

I want to thank those three guys, and 
everyone else who has helped with the show, 
i for morphing it into a core piece of Fine Woodworking. They do it despite 

overwhelming daily workloads. They do it because they love woodworking. 
» V And it shows. 



SHOP TALK L^VE' 



Shop Talk Live episodes happen every two weeks. You can access the show via 
FineWoodworking.com, or get it on iTunes and iHeartRadio. Check it out. You won’t be 
disappointed. 

-Tom McKenna 



Woodworking sisters in Celina 

My sister and I live together in a small 
apartment. We have a full line of hand 
tools, an electric drill, and a Fat Max saw. 
But we are so crowded in our apartment, 
I have to buy only short boards at 
Menards. Our joy is grand when we find 
a very special white pine board with 
lovely grain, so you can imagine how we 
gasp seeing these finer wood furniture 
pieces in Fine Woodworking. I am 70 
and my sister is 66, and we’ve not been 
carpentering long, just over two years. 

We have fun using what we have here 
and what we buy from local hardware 
stores. I’ve made a cabinet with a door 
and another with just shelves. The 
cabinet leans (my faulty measuring) but 
the shelves are straight. I’ve also made a 
pulpit-size workbench that locks together 
with tie-downs, and a door under it for a 
brace. It is very “unique,” and the retired 
carpenter across the hall, methinks, rolls 
his eyes a lot. 

-SUE HESS, Celina, Ohio 
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SHAKER 
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measured reproductions of original 
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kits or custom finished. Large 
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Shaker chair tapes. 

Call now for free catalog 
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Flex ability... 
one hose fits 'em all! 









This award-winning flexible hose kit connects to almost any handheld 
power tool! The stretch hose won't fight you as you move about and 
expands from 3' to 15'. 

Universal Small Port Dust Hose Kit (48212) $39.99 



\ 
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W For details go to rcklr.co/644 or 
|( call 1-800-279-4441 and mention code 644 at 



checkout. Offer expires October 31, 2015. 
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WOODWORKING AND HARDWARE 



Create with Confidence™ 
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Rockler.com I 1-877-ROCKLER 



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 11 






EDITED AND DRAWN BY JIM RICHEY 



methods of work 






A Reward 



Best Tip 



Easy-to-make tote 
for backsaws 



With a professional 
home builder as a 
father, Rick Bowen 
has sawdust in his 
blood. He has been 
reading FWW since 
issue #1, and credits 
Christian Becksvoort 
for his love of the 
Shaker style. Now 
retired from a career 
as a respiratory 
therapist, Bowen has 
more time to devote 
to furniture making, 
which he prefers to 
do with hand tools 
when possible. His 
latest project is a 
cupboard-on-chest. 



Send your original tips to 
fwmow@taunton.com 
or to Methods of Work, 

Fine Woodworking, R 0. 

Box 5506, Newtown, 

CT 06470. We pay 
$100 for a published 
tip with illustration; $50 
for one without. The prize for this 
issue’s best tip was a Veritas Mk. 
II Deluxe Honing Guide Set. 



I came up with this two-sided till to protect the 
hacksaw and dovetail saw in my tool chest. Turns 
out it does the same when pulled out and placed on 
the workbench. The pockets for the card scrapers were a 
useful afterthought. 

Start by cutting the primary components to length to fit your 
saws. Plane the outside spacer blocks a bit thicker than the saw handle, 
and size the long spacers to provide a slot for the sawblade. The spacers 
are about 3 /32 in. thick in my case. Then cut a shallow notch into the two inside 
spacers to receive the card scrapers. Cut away areas of the parts as needed to 
accommodate the saw handles, and groove the bottom for the big partition piece. Start 
with that groove joint when assembling the till. The spacer blocks provide enough glue surface 
to hold the rest of the parts together. 

-RICK BOWEN, P I a ntsvi lie, Conn. 



Outside spacer blocks 



Partition 



Slot for sawblade 



for the Best Tip 



Long spacers 



Cutout for 
saw handle 



Notch for scraper 
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Dowels focus pressure from band clamps 





I like the way a band clamp pulls 
four miter joints together all at once. 
The problem is that the pressure 
from the strap is not focused 
directly across the miter joints. The 
strap can also mar the corners. I’ve 
tried the corner brackets available 
for band clamps, but I like the 
following method better. 

Partially tighten the strap, and 
then insert two dowels under it 
near each corner. Push or roll each 
dowel toward the joints, pinpointing 
the direction of the clamping force. 
Tighten the strap if needed. This 
fix costs the price of a dowel and 
works great. 

-PETER LOKKEN, Chicago 



Band clamp 



l-in.-dia. (or larger) dowels 



Cushioned depth stop for drill press 

Most drill presses have a depth stop that 
uses two jam nuts on a threaded rod. This 
works fine, but it requires two wrenches to 
make adjustments. 

An easier and faster way to make and keep 
these adjustments is to make a soft washer 
by cutting a Vs-in. ring from a piece of vinyl 
tubing and mounting it on the stop rod 
between the jam nuts. Now finger-tighten 
the nuts together, and the compressed vinyl 
will act like a lock washer, keeping the nuts 
securely where you want them. Loosen it the 
same way — no tools required. 

Use a tubing diameter that slides easily 
over the rod, but fits closely. In my case, a 
piece of 3 /s-in. inside-diameter tubing fits 
nicely over a 10mm stop rod. If your drill- 
press stop rod is 5 /s in. diameter, you can use 
a common hose washer. 

-JOHN CUSIMANO, Lansdale, Pa. 



Vs-in. -long 
section 
of tubing 
between nuts 
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; 
Sharpen and 
bend ends. 



Screw 



Workpiece 

Spring-action holders 
for finishing 

I make these simple 
spring clamps to hold 
small parts for finishing 
and to hang them up to 
dry. They are made from 
insulation support wires 
(stiff steel wires used to 
hold fiberglass insulation 
between ceiling joists). 

Wrap the wire around a 
bar or dowel to make two 
loops. Then sharpen the 
ends and bend the last 
Va in. horizontal. 

-JIM FONTENOT, Macon, Ga. 



Caddy organizes and protects dado set 

It always feels awkward to carry the multiple parts of my dado set from 
a nail on the wall over to the saw, plunking them down on the cast iron. 
I worry about dropping a cutter on my toe or damaging a carbide tooth. 
3 /4-in. plywood This dado-blade caddy solves the problem. I made it from scrap 

plywood, using two dadoes, four screws, a couple of dowels, and glue. 

It is light, strong, and balances nicely. Pick it up by the handles and the 
components stay put. Set it down and they are easy to access. 

-JEFFREY KUSAMA-HINTE, Brooklyn, N.Y. 



I frequently need to mill a subtle curved arch on the underside of lower rails for dressers, 
nightstands, and sideboards. If I have only a few pieces to cut, it’s not really worth the time 
to make a reusable router template with toggle clamps. Instead, I bandsaw and sand one 
workpiece to final shape, and then use it as the template for routing the others. 

First I trace the finished curve onto the other parts and bandsaw their curves close to the 
line. Then I screw the rough workpieces to the finished one for routing. I locate the screws 
in the tenons, where the holes will be hidden later. To rout the curves, I use a bearing- 
guided straight bit. Be careful when engaging the bearing at the beginning of the cut. 

-WILLIE SANDRY, Camas, Wash. 
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Built in blow gun 



Swivel coupler 




Anti dry fire 



No-mar tip I 

SHOOTS 2-3/16" 
PINS & BRADS 



(604) 876 9909 

CADEXTOOLS.COM 
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insidepassage.ca 
1.877.943.9663 j 
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"If I were starting my life today as 
a craftsman, and needed to learn 
what matters the most; my choice 
would be Inside Passage School." 

— James Krenov 



UNIQUE SOLUTIONS 




Other Products We Offer 

• 6-mil Poly Bags 

• Quick Release Hose Clamps 

• Self Adhesive Foam Gasket 
• Custom Transfer Sleeves 

• Cartridge Filters 



Our Dust Bags Feature 

♦ Optimum Performan ce 
1 -M icron Filtr atioiO ^ 
• Custom Designs 

• Cleaner Air 

• Longer Life 

• Proudly Made In USA 



Free Design Assistance for All Custom Made Dust Bags 

AMERICAN FABRIC FILTER CO. 



www.americanfabricfilter.com 800-367-3591 




Taunton 

STORE 



iWHWi*** 



Monster Workbench 

@ a 



Tablesaw 

Techniques 



A video collection to 

sharpen your skills 

Bring the pros into your workshop any time you need them with 
Fine Woodworking videos. Watch and learn new ways to master 
tools and techniques at your own pace. 

Shop our store and find what you need in Fine Woodworking’s 
vast collection of instructional videos and video workshops. 



TauntonStore.com/Wvideo 



SketchUp 

Guide for i-W 
Woodworkers 
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www.finewoodworking.com 



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 15 













tools & materials 

AAA A A 



■ MACHINES 

Mobile saw is 
at home in the shop 

A lthough irs designed for the construction 

INDUSTRY, I took SawStop’s new job-site saw into my 
shop and tested it to see if it would pass muster as a 
furniture-making tool. 

The saw can be folded up and set against a wall, taking 
up very little space. The collapsible stand is outfitted with 
wheels, making it easy to move. The saw has convenient 
onboard storage for the fence, miter gauge, spare blade, spare 
brake cartridge, and wrenches — it even has a spot for a tape 
measure. 

The 15-amp universal motor had ample power. It handled 
3 /4- in. -wide dadoes without any trouble, and I was able to rip 
8/4 hard maple (although I did have to slow the feed rate). 

The cabinet has a 2 1 /2-in.-dia. dust port connected to a shroud 
around the blade. Hooked to a shop vacuum, the saw did a 
very good job capturing chips and dust, especially with the 
blade guard in place. 

Blade adjustments were easy. One turn of the height- 
adjustment wheel takes the blade from below the table to 
full height. Despite this quickness, it was easy to fine-tune 
the blade’s height. Angling the blade was just as fast. A quick 
release on the height-adjustment wheel allows you to tilt 
the blade in 1° increments, and there is a separate wheel for 
microadjustments of the angle. 

I do have a few complaints. The motor is loud. I measured 
the noise level at 100 db. from 3 ft. in front of the saw, and 




slightly higher from behind it. The saw’s table is small. There 
is only 6 in. of table in front of the blade, which makes 
crosscutting with a miter gauge tricky. And speaking of the 
miter gauge, I’d replace it with a larger and more sturdy 
aftermarket one right away. 

Overall, despite the complaints, it’s a solid little saw, ideal for 
furniture makers with small shops or those who need to pack 
away their shops when not in use. 

— Kelly J. Dunton is a woodworker in Terryville, Conn. 




Plenty of power for a dado set With a 3 A-in.- 
wide dado stack on the arbor ; the saw easily 
cut dadoes and tenons. 




Super-fast height adjustment One turn of 
the handle brings the blade to full height but 
there is still enough finesse in the mechanism 
to fine-tune the height for precise work. 




Great dust collection . With a shop vacuum 
hooked up and the blade guard in place , the 
saw collected just about all of the dust and 
chips created. 



16 FINE WOODWORKING 



Photos, except where noted: staff; opposite page, bottom right: Mario Rodriguez 





■HAND TOOLS 



Honing guide made 
for chisels 



>1 sure grip . 

The Veritas Mk. 

II narrow-blade 
honing guide 
squeezes tough- 
to-grip chisels 
between two sliding 
jaws. 




FOR YEARS I’VE RELIED ON HONING GUIDES to help sharpen 
my hand tools. But many honing guides have a hard time 
gripping chisels — especially short or narrow chisels, and 
those with square sidewalls. So when Veritas introduced the 
Mk. II narrow-blade honing guide, I was eager to see if it 
could tackle my tough-to-sharpen chisels. 

The narrow guide is identical to the original Mk. II standard 
honing guide, except for the clamping head that holds the 
blade. While the standard guide uses a head that clamps 
a blade (from Vi in. to 2 7 /s in. wide) tightly between two 
horizontal bars, the narrow guide pinches the blade (from 
Vs in. to IV 2 in. wide) between two sliding jaws. 

I started my evaluation with a short-bladed chisel. The jaws 
held the chisel securely and made honing a breeze. From 
there I tried a wide chisel, followed by a square-walled chisel. 
The guide gripped them all with ease. Finally, I pulled out my 
worst offender, a Vs-in.-wide dovetail chisel, whose size and 
narrow profile make it impossible to hold securely in most 
honing guides. As with the other chisels, it clamped up tight, 
and I was able to hone a square, sharp edge on that nasty 
little tool for the first time ever. 

The Mk. II narrow honing guide is a great 
addition to my sharpening kit. The set 
includes the clamp head, roller base, 
and registration jig. But if you 
already own the standard 
Mk. II, you can simply add 
the narrow clamping head 
to that set for $49. If you 
don’t own a honing guide, 

I’d recommend springing for 
the Mk. II Deluxe Honing 
Guide set ($119), which 
includes both clamping 
head styles, plus straight 
and cambered rollers. 

— Michael Pekovich is 
FWWk executive art 
director. 



Narrow-blade 
honing guide 
by Veritas 

$85 






Dovetail jig by Leigh 



Model RTJ400 
$329 



■ACCESSORIES 

Easy-to-use 
dovetail jig 



DOVETAILS HAVE LONG BEEN A SIGN of quality and 
fine craftsmanship. However, cutting beautiful dovetails by 
hand requires long hours of practice, a commitment many 
woodworkers are unable to make. Hence, the popularity of 
jigs and fixtures that guide a router to cut dovetails. 

Most jigs are designed around templates that guide a 
handheld router in a specific pattern. Leigh’s new RTJ400 is 
different. Used with a router table, the jig makes it easier to 
adjust the joint’s fit. The key to its simplicity is an eccentric 
bushing that’s mounted in the table’s throat plate. Instead of 
fiddling with the bit or template, as you must do with other 
jigs, simply rotate the bushing to either tighten or loosen 
the fit of the dovetails. I made one small adjustment to the 
bushing and got perfect through- and half-blind dovetails. 

On the downside, like other jigs, the RTJ400 provides only a 
single dovetail pattern, and workpiece dimensions sometimes 
must be modified to use the jig. Nonetheless, the Leigh 
RTJ400 is very effective jig for cutting dovetails with a router. 

— Mario Rodriguez teaches at Philadelphia Furniture Workshop. 




Dovetails on the router table . The Leigh RTJ400 is used with a table- 
mounted router ; which makes for stable and quick dovetailing. 
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